
 
Imagine Olaf from Frozen, the cast of BBC’s ‘Ghosts’, or Buddy

from the movie Elf
Raise a smile or play the fool

 

Comedy character

Shakespeare loves to make us laugh. Meet four of his jokers

Loves to talk
Enjoys being the centre of attention
and often contradict themselves

Nurse from Romeo and Juliet 

The Nurse contradicting themself – 
“I’ll lay fourteen of my teeth, and

yet, I have but four.”
Discover Romeo and Juliet

Larger-than-life actor, who likes to take
over
Gets easily carried away

Nick Bottom from A Midsummer Night’s
Dream 

  Nick Bottom taking over  – 
“Let me play the lion. I will roar that I

will make the Duke say ‘Let him roar
again’.”

Discover A Midsummer Night’s Dream

Observant and quick-thinking
comedian
Constantly makes clever comments
about others

Touchstone from As You Like It

Touchstone being observant - 
"The more pity that fools may not 

speak wisely what wise men do
foolishly.”

discover as you like it

Constantly engages in playful banter
 Has a dynamic relationship with
Benedick and delight in putting them
down 

Beatrice from Much Ado About Nothing

Beatrice putting Benedick in their place – 
“I wonder that you will still be talking,

Signor Benedick; nobody marks you.
 

Q&A with Beatrice 
Discover Much ado about nothing

Click on the link below each to read a Q&A with that character, or discover the play
in which they’re featured.

https://www.shakespeareschools.org/pages/what-you-will-romeo-and-juliet
https://www.shakespeareschools.org/pages/what-you-will-a-midsummer-nights-dream
https://www.shakespeareschools.org/pages/what-you-will-as-you-like-it
https://ssfoundation.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/resource_item/attachment/2040/Beatrice_-_Character_Profile_-_What_You_Will.pdf
https://www.shakespeareschools.org/pages/what-you-will-much-ado-about-nothing



