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Summaries

In a magical forest, fairies cause mischief with love potions, while silly actors prepare for a
play. Chaos and romance ensue, creating a hilarious and enchanting night under the
moonlight.

A midsummer Night's dream 

Setting
 Athens and an enchanted forest nearby

'Netflix Categories’ 
Magic, romance, spectacle, dancing, comedy

Highlight 
A craftsman named Bottom is enchanted to have a donkey’s head.

Notable Quotable
 “If we shadows have offended, / Think but this, and all is mended,/ That you have but
slumber’d here / While these visions did appear.”

Popular Adaptations 
Get Over It (2001), ShakespeaRe-Told (BBC, 2005), A Midsummer Night’s Dream
(Michael Hoffman, 1999)

                                     Discover a midsummer night's dream

antony and cleopatra
In ancient Egypt, powerful ruler Cleopatra and Roman general Antony fall in love, but their
conflicting loyalties lead to war and tragedy. A tale of passion, politics, and the downfall of
two great leaders.

Setting 
Rome and Egypt

‘Netflix Categories’
 History, love, politics, death, war, strong female lead

Highlight 
The asp

Notable Quotable 
“Age cannot wither her, nor custom stale / Her infinite variety

Discover Antony and Cleopatra

https://www.shakespeareschools.org/pages/what-you-will-a-midsummer-nights-dream
https://www.shakespeareschools.org/pages/what-you-will-antony-and-cleopatra


In the Forest of Arden, Rosalind disguises herself as a man and encounters love, mistaken
identities, and hilarious antics. A delightful comedy about love, friendship, and finding
oneself in the midst of nature.

As you like it

Setting 
The Forest of Arden

‘Netflix Categories’
 Romance, strong female lead, cross-dressing, music

Highlight
A shepherdess mistakenly falls in love with Ganymede

Notable Quotable 
“All the world’s a stage, / And all the men and women merely players”

 
Discover As You Like It

Hamlet
Prince Hamlet seeks revenge for his father's murder, facing internal struggles and the ghosts of
the past. A gripping tragedy exploring themes of madness, mortality, and the complexities of
human nature.

Setting 
Denmark

‘Netflix Categories’ 
Pivotal main character, the supernatural, duels, royalty

Highlight
The play within a play

Notable Quotable 
“The play’s the thing/Wherein I’ll catch the conscience of the king.”

Popular Adaptations
 Hamlet (Kenneth Branagh, 1996), The Lion King (1994)

 
Discover Hamlet

 

https://www.shakespeareschools.org/pages/what-you-will-as-you-like-it
https://www.shakespeareschools.org/pages/what-you-will-hamlet


Henry V
King Henry V rallies his troops against the French in a historic battle. With powerful speeches
and courage, he inspires his men to victory, proving that leadership and determination can
overcome great odds.

Setting 
The Battle of Agincourt (England, France)

‘Netflix Categories’
 Pivotal main character, war, royalty, rousing speeches

Highlight
Henry’s speech on St. Crispin’s Day

Notable Quotable
“Once more unto the breach, dear friends!”

Popular Adaptations
Henry V (Kenneth Branagh, 1985)

Discover Henry V

Julius Caesar
In ancient Rome, Julius Caesar's rise to power sparks conspiracy and betrayal. Friends turn into
enemies, leading to a tragic fate. A gripping tale of political ambition, loyalty, and the
consequences of unchecked power.

Setting 
Ancient Rome

‘Netflix Categories’
Rousing speeches, politics, bloodshed, war

Highlight 
The sooth-sayer

Notable Quotable
“Cowards die many times before their deaths, / The valiant never taste of death but once.”

Discover Julius Caesar

https://www.shakespeareschools.org/pages/what-you-will-henry-v
https://www.shakespeareschools.org/pages/what-you-will-julius-caesar


King Lear
King Lear, a proud ruler, divides his kingdom among his daughters, setting off a chain of
betrayal and madness. Through tragedy, he learns the value of true love and the consequences
of his own decisions. A poignant exploration of family, power, and madness.

Setting 
Ancient Britain

‘Netflix Categories’
Pivotal main character, families, war, age, bloodshed

Highlight
Cornwall and Regan gouge Gloucester’s eyes out

Notable Quotable
“The weight of this sad time we must obey, / Speak what we feel, not what we ought to say.”

 
Discover King Lear        

Macbeth
Macbeth, a Scottish general, is consumed by ambition and driven to murder to fulfill a prophecy.
Guilt and paranoia haunt him, leading to a tragic downfall. A gripping tale of unchecked
ambition, supernatural forces, and the corrupting nature of power.

Setting 
Scotland

‘Netflix Categories’
Strong female character, supernatural, guilt, royalty

Highlight 
The witches

Notable Quotable
“Out, damned spot! Out, I say!”

Popular Adaptations
ShakespeaRe-Told (BBC, 2005), Wyrd Sisters (Terry Pratchett)

Discover Macbeth

https://www.shakespeareschools.org/pages/what-you-will-king-lear
https://www.shakespeareschools.org/pages/what-you-will-macbeth
https://www.shakespeareschools.org/pages/what-you-will-twelfth-night


Measure for Measure
In Vienna, a strict judge enforces morality laws with unwavering severity. When a young
woman seeks his mercy, he faces a moral dilemma. A thought-provoking play exploring justice,
mercy, and the complexities of human nature.

Setting
Vienna

‘Netflix Categories’
Strong female character, disguise, the law, politics

Highlight
The bed-trick

Notable Quotable
“Our doubts are traitors, / And make us lose the good we oft might win / By fearing to attempt”

Discover Measure for Measure     

Much ado about nothing
In sunny Sicily, witty Beatrice and Benedick engage in a battle of words while their friends plot
to bring them together. A delightful comedy of misunderstandings, romance, and the power of
true love.

Setting
Messina

‘Netflix Categories’
Strong female character, quarrelling lovers, comedy

Highlight
The witty banter

Notable Quotable
“O God, that I were a man! I would eat his heart in the market place.”

Popular Adaptations
ShakespeaRe-Told (BBC, 2005), Much Ado About Nothing (Kenneth Branagh, 1993; Joss
Whedon, 2012)

Discover Much Ado ABout Nothing

https://www.shakespeareschools.org/pages/what-you-will-measure-for-measure
https://www.shakespeareschools.org/pages/what-you-will-much-ado-about-nothing


Othello
In Venice, Othello, a respected Moorish general, falls victim to jealousy planted by the deceitful
Iago. Tragedy unfolds as trust is shattered, leading to a devastating climax. A gripping
exploration of love, betrayal, and the destructive power of suspicion.

Setting
Venice and Cyprus

‘Netflix Categories’
Strong female character, racism, revenge, plotting

Highlight
Cassio gets drunk

Notable Quotable
“Speak of me as I am. Nothing extenuate, / Nor set down aught in malice. Then must you
speak / Of one that loved not wisely, but too well”

Popular Adaptations 
O (2001)

 
Discover Othello                 

Richard III
Richard III, a cunning and ruthless king, stops at nothing to seize the throne of England.
Manipulation, deceit, and murder mark his path to power, leading to his own tragic downfall. A
gripping historical drama exploring the dark depths of ambition and the consequences of
tyranny.

Setting
England, the Wars of the Roses

‘Netflix Categories’
Treachery, villainy, history, war, plotting, regicide

Highlight
Richard seduces Lady Anne at her husband’s funeral

Notable Quotable
“Now is the winter of our discontent / made glorious summer by this son of York”

Popular Adaptations
Richard III (With Ian McKellen, 1995)

Discover Richard III 

https://www.shakespeareschools.org/pages/what-you-will-othello
https://www.shakespeareschools.org/pages/what-you-will-othello
https://www.shakespeareschools.org/pages/what-you-will-richard-iii


Romeo and Juliet
In Verona, Romeo and Juliet, from feuding families, fall deeply in love. Their forbidden romance
leads to a tragic end, uniting their families in grief. A timeless tale of young love, fate, and the
destructive nature of hate.

Setting
Verona

'Netflix Categories’
Star-crossed lovers, families, suicide, duels

Highlight
Mercutio’s Queen Mab speech

Notable Quotable
“But soft! What light through yonder window breaks? / It is the East, and Juliet is the sun.”

Popular Adaptations
West Side Story (1961, 2020 remake), Romeo+Juliet (Baz Luhrmann, 1996)

 
Discover Romeo And Juliet                      

The Comedy of Errors
In the town of Ephesus, two sets of identical twins cause a whirlwind of confusion and
mistaken identity. Hilarious chaos ensues as they navigate a series of misunderstandings and
comedic mishaps. A lighthearted comedy of errors and mistaken identities that will keep you
laughing.

Setting
Ephesus

‘Netflix Categories’

Mistaken identities, twins, comedy

Highlight
Nell, the hideous kitchen maid

Notable Quotable
“We came into the world like brother and brother, / And now let's go hand in hand, not
one before another.”

Discover The Comedy of Errors     

https://www.shakespeareschools.org/pages/what-you-will-romeo-and-juliet
https://www.shakespeareschools.org/pages/what-you-will-the-comedy-of-errors


The merchant of venice
In Venice, a merchant named Antonio borrows money from a Jewish moneylender named
Shylock. When Antonio can't repay, a dramatic trial unfolds, testing the limits of justice and
mercy. A compelling play exploring themes of prejudice, revenge, and the power of
compassion.

Setting 
Venice and Belmont

‘Netflix Categories’
Strong female lead, racism, cross-dressing, the law

Highlight
The caskets

Notable Quotable
“The quality of mercy is not strained / It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven”

Popular Adaptations 
The Merchant of Venice (With Al Pacino, 2004)

Discover The Merchant of Venice                    

The Merry Wives of Windsor
In the town of Windsor, mischievous Falstaff tries to seduce two married women for their
money. The clever wives team up to teach him a lesson, leading to comedic encounters and
hilarious outcomes. A delightful comedy about wit, female empowerment, and the folly of lust.

Setting
Windsor

‘Netflix Categories’
Falstaff, comedy, love, hijinx

Highlight
Falstaff hides in a laundry basket

Notable Quotable
“Why, then the world’s mine oyster, / Which I with sword will open.”

 Discover The Merry wives of Windsor                       

https://www.shakespeareschools.org/pages/what-you-will-the-merchant-of-venice
https://www.shakespeareschools.org/pages/what-you-will-the-merry-wives-of-windsor
https://www.shakespeareschools.org/pages/what-you-will-the-merry-wives-of-windsor


The Taming of The Shrew

Setting 
England, the Wars of the Roses

‘Netflix Categories’
Feminism, strong female lead, sisters, marriage

Highlight
Petruchio dresses stupidly for the wedding

Notable Quotable
“We will have rings and things, and fine array; / And kiss me, Kate; we will be married a
Sunday”

Popular Adaptations
ShakespeaRe-Told (BBC, 2005), 10 Things I Hate About You (1999), Kiss me, Kate! (With
Howard Keel, 1953)

Discover the taming of the shrew                     

In Padua, strong-willed Katharina meets her match in the clever Petruchio. Through witty
banter and unconventional methods, he attempts to tame her fiery spirit. A comedic battle of
the sexes exploring love, power dynamics, and the complexities of relationships.

The Tempest
Shipwrecked on a magical island, Prospero, a powerful sorcerer, seeks revenge on his
enemies. As he manipulates events, love blossoms and forgiveness triumphs in this
enchanting tale of redemption, illusion, and the power of transformation.

Setting
An Island

‘Netflix Categories’
Revenge, magic, love, fools, spectacle

Highlight
Ariel disguises himself as a harpy

Notable Quotable
“Our revels now are ended. These our actors, / As I foretold you, were all spirits and /Are
melted into air, into thin air”

Popular Adaptations
The Tempest (With Helen Mirren, 2010)

Discover The Tempest

https://www.shakespeareschools.org/pages/what-you-will-the-taming-of-the-shrew
https://www.shakespeareschools.org/pages/what-you-will-the-tempest


The Winter's Tale
In Sicilia and Bohemia, King Leontes' unfounded jealousy destroys his family. Years later,
redemption and reconciliation unfold as secrets are revealed and lost loved ones are found. A
captivating tale of forgiveness, redemption, and the enduring power of love.

Setting
Sicilia and Bohemia

‘Netflix Categories’
Adultery, bears, shepherds, mistaken identity, jealousy

Highlight
Exit, pursued by a bear

Notable Quotable
“Too hot, too hot! / To mingle friendship far is mingling bloods.”

       Discover The Winter's Tale                   

Twelfth Night
In Illyria, shipwrecked Viola disguises herself as a man and falls in love with Duke Orsino.
Chaos ensues as mistaken identities, comedic pranks, and tangled love triangles unravel. A
delightful comedy of love, mistaken identity, and the joy of self-discovery.

Setting
 llyria

‘Netflix Categories’
Twins, cross-dressing, romance, strong female lead

Highlight 
Malvolio’s yellow stockings

Notable Quotable
“O Time, thou must untangle this, not I; / It is too hard a knot for me t' untie.”

Popular Adaptations
Twelfth Night (Trevor Nunn, 1996), She’s The Man (2006)

Discover Twelfth Night                    
 

Looking for inspiration?  
Click below to watch examples of What You Will entries from CSSF’s Patrons:  
www.shakespeareschools.org/pages/what-you-will-examples 
Ready to get started? Click below for a handy template to kick-start the creation process:
bit.ly/WyW-ClassroomResource

https://www.shakespeareschools.org/pages/what-you-will-the-winters-tale
https://www.shakespeareschools.org/pages/what-you-will-the-winters-tale
https://www.shakespeareschools.org/pages/what-you-will-twelfth-night

